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The attorney gathers
and verifies
information to be
included in petition.

The petition is filed with
the probate court.

Respondent is personally
served (delivered by hand)
a copy of the petition,
along with a notice and a
blank objection form.

The court visitor
prepares a written
report, including
recommendations, and
files it with the court.

When the court visitor interviews the respondent,
the visitor asks the respondent whether the
respondent wants to object to the petition.

Others are served (mailed) copies
of the petition and notices.

If someone files an objection,
then the matter is usually
scheduled for a court
hearing.

If no one files an objection, then the court
usually appoints the nominated
guardian/conservator (without a hearing).

If the matter proceeds to hearing, then the judge
decides whether to appoint a
guardian/conservator, and decides whom to
appoint.

If the parties and their attorneys reach a settlement
before the scheduled hearing, the court usually signs
the proposed judgment submitted to the court (which
usually appoints a guardian/conservator).

If the appointment of a guardian is requested in the
petition, the court appoints a neutral court visitor to
investigate the allegations in the petition, to determine
the suitability of the nominated guardian/conservator, and
to interview the respondent and others listed in the
petition.




